Gallant Effort Not Enough

The Willetton Dragons have been eliminated from the WACA A grade finals after
being defeated by Scarborough over the weekend. After winning the toss and electing
to bowl Willetton picked up an early scalp thanks to the competitions leading wicket-
taker Chris Lagana.

Scarborough capitalised quickly though and a second wicket stand in excess of 100
was taking the game away from Willetton. Three quick wickets saw the game swing
back into the balance as Scarborough slowed to 4/148. Reece O’Connell picked up the
vital wickets of Bandy and Heron. A steadying partnership from former Australian
opener Justin Langer and current Western Warriors wicketkeeper Michael Johnson
then put Scarborough firmly in charge.

The first days play ended with Scarborough in a strong position at 6/319.
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Chris Lagana 2-105 Blake Hall 1-32 Reece O’Connell 3-74

Blake Hall and Reece O’Connell were the pick of the Willetton bowlers with Blake
Hall’s 22 overs costing the side only 31 runs. His day’s play consisted of 12 maiden
overs and one wicket. Reece O’Connell’s 21 overs took 3-74.

Scarborough returned the next day and had to declare at the compulsory point of 112
overs. By then they had reached an imposing 8/409. They looked to have the game
sewn up as a top- order collapse saw the Dragons crash to 6/92 in chase of the
mammoth total. However, the Dragons responded brilliantly with Bret Silvey and
Kallen Bond staging a remarkable fight back. Bond was desperately unlucky to fall
shy of his first A- grade century, as he was out caught for 97. His knock from only 66
balls featured thirteen boundaries and two sixes. Bond and Silvey added 144 for the
seventh wicket and halted Scarborough’s charge.



Kallen Bond

off 66 ba

Bret Silvey 88 not out

Silvey continued his fine display with the bat as the Dragons passed 300 after some
lusty hitting from number 11, Blake Hall. Hall managed to blast his way to his highest
score for the season but was eventually the last man dismissed as Willetton were
bowled out for 317. Silvey remained unbeaten on 88, unfortunately missing out on a
deserved century.

The loss ends Willetton’s finals campaign for the second successive season at the
hands of Scarborough, who advance to the semi- finals.

It was another tremendous season from Willetton’s A grade side, with Chris Lagana’s
50 wickets winning the 1 grade bowling aggregate; Captain Kris Elliot finished
second in the 1% grade batting aggregate with 773 runs.

Western Warrior Matthew Johnston won both the Batting and Bowling Average in the
same season. This had previously been achieved only five times in 123 years of 1stGrade
cricket - 1899-00, 1914-15, 1931-32, 1973-74 and 1985-86. Johnston finished with 767
runs at 63 and 32 wickets at 15.

A Grade, Under 15°s and Under 13’s make it to the Finals, with 4™ and 3"s
narrowly missing seeing the club in great position for next year with such a young list.

Several players will be heading overseas to the English summer to continue playing
whilst the rest of the club enjoy the winter break in anticipation for the 2009/2010
season.
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Winner Batting and Bowling Averages

MATTHEW JOHNSTON - Willetton District Cricket Club

Batting Figures Bowling Figures

Innings — 14 Overs —174.4

Not outs — 2 Maidens - 41

Centuries — 4 Runs - 499

Highest Score — 119no Wickets - 32

Runs — 767 Average — 15.59

Average — 63.92 Best Bowling Performance — 6 for 37

Winning both the Batting and Bowling Average in the same season has previously been achieved only
five times in 123 years of 1% Grade cricket - 1899-00, 1914-15, 1931-32, 1973-74 and 1985-86.
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Winner Bowling Aggregate

CHRIS LAGANA - Willetton District Cricket Club

Bowling Figqures

Overs — 292.5
Maidens — 78
Runs — 861
Wickets — 48
Average — 17.94
Best Bowling Performance — 7 for 29
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Kris Elliot - Second in 1st grade Batting Aggregate

Kris Elliot

773 runs @ 51.53



